
                                                                                  1 

 
                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS UPDATE IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 
TAX NEWS AND UPDATES FROM 

 
THE STATE AND FEDERAL 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES 

 
 

      TAXABLE WAGE BASES & RATES 
 

************2003************ 
 

FEDERAL 
 
            OASDI:   LIMIT = $87,000  RATE = .0620 (Social Security Tax) 
 
     MEDICARE: NO LIMIT   RATE = .0145 (HI/FICA Tax) 
 

  FUTA:  LIMIT = $7,000  RATE = .008 (Federal Unemployment) 
 
 

STATE DISABILITY 
 

STATE   2003 WAGE BASE 2003 RATE 
 

California  $56,916 (annual) 0.9% of annual wages up to wage base 
 

Hawaii   N/A   N/A 
 

New Jersey  $23,900 (annual) 0.5% of weekly wages up to wage base 
 

New York  $120.00 (weekly) 0.5% of weekly wages up to max. of .60 cents 
 

Rhode Island   $45,300 (annual)  1.7% of taxable wage base 
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STANDARD BUSINESS MILEAGE RATE 

 
RATE:  36.0 cents per mile 

 
 
 

 
401(k) 

 
Elective deferral limit:  $12,000 

 
Annual Thrift compensation:  $200,000 

 
Annual Trust compensation:  $200,000 

 
 
 
 

DOMESTIC PARTNER TAXING IN CALIFORNIA 
 
Domestic partner benefit coverage in California is exempt from imputed income calculation/taxation.        
The law gives domestic partners new rights to health benefits and exempts those benefits from state 
tax.   It also treats domestic partners like spouses for purposes of unemployment, sick leave, 
inheritance, adoption, bringing lawsuits for personal injury, and making medical decisions for a  
domestic partner.  The law applies to all registered domestic partners.  
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STATE UNEMPLOYMENT 
 
            

    State 2003 Wage Base 2002 Wage Base 

 Alabama $8,000 $8,000 
 Alaska $26,700  
Arizona $7,000 $7,000 
Arkansas $9,000 $9,000 
California $7,000 $7,000 
Colorado $10,000 $10,000 
Connecticut $15,000 $15,000 
Delaware $8,500 $8,500 
District of Columbia $9,000 $9,000 
Florida $7,000 $7,000 
Georgia $8,500 $8,500 
Hawaii $29,300 $28,400 
Idaho $27,600 $27,600 
Illinois $9,000 $9,000 
Indiana $7,000 $7,000 
Iowa $19,200 $18,600 
Kansas $8,000 $8,000 
Kentucky $8,000 $8,000 
Louisiana $7,000 $7,000 
Maine $12,000 $12,000 
Maryland $8,500 $8,500 
Massachusetts $10,800 $10,800 
Michigan $9,500 $9,500 
Minnesota $22,000 $21,000 
Mississippi $7,000 $7,000 
Missouri $7,500 $7,000 
Montana $19,700 $18,900 
Nebraska $7,000 $7,000 
Nevada $21,500 $20,900 
   New Hampshire $8,000 $8,000 
New Jersey $23,900 $23,500 
New Mexico $16,600 $15,900 
New York $8,500 $8,500 
North Carolina $15,900 $15,500 
North Dakota $18,000 $17,400 
Ohio $9,000 $9,000 
Oklahoma $11,700 $10,500 
Oregon $26,000 $25,000 
Pennsylvania $8,000 $8,000 
Puerto Rico $7,000 $7,000 
Rhode Island $12,000 $12,000 
South Carolina $7,000 $7,000 



                                                                                  4 

South Dakota $7,000 $7,000 

   

Tennessee $7000 
 

$7000 

Texas $9,000 $9,000 
Utah $22,500 $22,000 
Vermont $8,000 $8,000 
Virgin Island $16,800 $15,000 
Virginia $8,000 $8,000 
Washington $28,500 $28,500 
West Virginia $8,000 $8,000 
Wisconsin $10,500 $10,500 
Wyoming $14,700 $14,700 

 
The states that are BOLDED, have a change in wage base 
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MICHIGAN CONTINUED 
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    I am including a list of websites from APA that will provide some additional information to you. 
      
     Reference List below. 
 
    Simply click on the email address. 
 

    http://adpmajors.adp.com/w/ipay_apanews/index.htm   (on-line pay statements) 

    http://www.americanpayroll.org/epayx/epayxpress.html  (January E-Pay Express APA) 

   http://www.americanpayroll.org/epayx/epayxpress.html   (February E-Pay Express APA) 

   http://www.americanpayroll.org/epayx/epayxpress.html  (Jobs Should Remain Open for Military    

       Reservists Called to Duty) 

 

 

             See you next month. 

 

               Sheryl A. McIntosh 

               602-368-7526 

               samcint1@bechtel.com       
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